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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-41 are pending in this office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-10, 13, 14-16, 26-34, 35, and 37-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent Number 6,823,2263 issued to Terence F. 
Kelly et al. (hereinafter "Kelly"). 

Claim 1: 

Kelly discloses a weather-based decision making method utilizing an input device 
and at least one server, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a user input comprising a user preference profile for a specific activity 
(Kelly: column 4, lines 4-1 1 and column 5, lines 7-21); 

comparing the user preference profile with stored weather information (Kelly: 
column 4, lines 12-22 and column 6, lines 8-14); and 

providing the user with one of a plurality of suggested future times during a day, 
a date, and a suggested location for the specific activity based on the input received 
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from the user (Kelly: column 3, line 67 - column 3 and column 4, lines 22-26 and column 6, lines 8- 
14). 

Claim 2: 

Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 1 , and Kelly further discloses wherein: 
said step of receiving a user preference profile comprises the step of receiving 
the user preference profile for at least one activity through a computer coupled to a web 

server through a Wide-area-network (Kelly: column 4, lines 4-1 1 and column 5, lines 7-21 and 
column 10, lines 20-23 and column 11, lines 45-48); 

said step of comparing the user preference profile comprises comparing the user 
preference profile with the stored weather information through the web server (Kelly: 
column 4, lines 12-22 and column 6, lines 8-14); and 

said step of providing the user with one of a plurality of suggested future times 
during a day, a date, and a suggested location for the specific activity comprises 
providing the user with a suggested future time of day, a date, and a suggested location 
(Kelly: column 3, line 67 - column 3 and column 4, lines 22-26 and column 6, lines 8-14). 
Claim 3: 

Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 1 , as noted above, and Kelly further 
discloses wherein: 

said step of receiving a user profile comprises the step of receiving weather 
parameters including at least one of precipitation, wind, air temperature, humidity, 
location, road conditions, cross winds, visibility, and time through a web-based device 
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coupled to a web server through an internet (Kelly: column 4, lines 4-1 1 and column 5, lines 7- 
21 and column 10, lines 20-23 and column 11, lines 45-48 and Fig. 4a and 4b); 

said step of comparing the user preference profile comprises comparing the user 
preference profile with the stored weather information through the web server coupled 
to an application server and database server (Kelly: column 4, lines 12-22 and column 6, lines 
8-14); 

said step of providing the user with one of a plurality of suggested future times 
during a day, a date, and a suggested location for the specific activity comprises 
providing the user with a suggested future time of day, a date, and a suggested location 

for the specific activity through the internet (Kelly: column 3, line 67 - column 3 and column 4, 
lines 22-26 and column 6, lines 8-14 and Fig. 1). 
Claim 4: 

Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 1, as noted above, and Kelly further 
discloses the step of receiving updated weather information and storing the weather 
related information in a weather database (Kelly: column 4, lines 36-41). 
Claim 5: 

Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 4, as noted above, and Kelly further 
discloses wherein comparing the user preference profile comprises the step of 
comparing the user preference profile with information contained in the weather 
database (Kelly: column 4, lines 12-22 and column 6, lines 8-14). 
Claim 6: 
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Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 4, as noted above, and Kelly further 
discloses the step of monitoring the weather database and providing updated 
information to the user (Kelly: column 4, lines 22-26). 
Claim 7: 

Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 1 , as noted above, and Kelly further 
discloses the step of warning the user when input weather parameters have been 
exceeded (Kelly: column 6, lines 8-14). 
Claim 8: 

Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 1, as noted above, and Kelly further 
discloses the step of warning the user when input weather parameters have been met 
(Kelly: column 6, lines 8-14). 
Claim 9: 

Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 1, as noted above, and Kelly further 
discloses the step of determining whether one or more input weather parameters have 
been exceeded (Kelly: column 6, lines 8-14). 
Claim 10: 

Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 1, as noted above, and Kelly further 
discloses the step of determining whether one or more input parameters have been met 
(Kelly: column 6, lines 8-14). 
Claim 13: 

Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 1 , as noted above, and Kelly further 
discloses wherein said step of providing the user with one of the plurality of suggested 
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future times during the day and the suggested location comprises the step of providing 
the user with at least one of a plurality of suggested clock times and providing the user 
with the suggested location (Kelly: column 3, line 67 - column 3 and column 4, lines 22-26 and 
column 6, lines 8-14). 
Claim 14: 

Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 1, as noted above, and Kelly further 
discloses wherein providing the user with one of the suggested future times during the 
day, the date, and the suggested location comprises the step of creating an entry in a 
personal electronic calendar for a clock time and a location at which weather 
parameters in the user preference profile are forecasted to be at least one of met and 
exceeded (Kelly: Figs. 6a-6d). 
Claim 15: 

Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 13, as noted above, and Kelly further 
discloses wherein the network comprises one of a publicly accessibly network, an 
intranet, a wide area network, and a local area network (Kelly: column 4, lines 36-41 and 
column 5, lines 10-13). 



Claim 16: 
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Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 3, as noted above, an Kelly further 
discloses wherein the suggested location for the activity is identified through a latitude 
and longitude (Kelly: column 8, lines 25-30 and column 1 1, lines 27-32). 
Claim 26: 

Kelly discloses a computer programmed to: 

prompt a user to provide a user profile for a specific activity through a browser 

(Kelly: column 4, lines 4-1 1 and column 5, lines 7-21 and column 10, lines 20-23 and column 11, lines 
45-48); 

compare the user profile through a web server and an application server with 
forecasted weather information stored in a data store coupled to an archive database 
and a geographic information database coupled to a web server through a product 
generation segment (Kelly: column 4, lines 12-22 and column 6, lines 8-14); 

identify a future time of day and suggested locations for the specific activity 
(Kelly: column 3, line 67 - column 3 and column 4, lines 22-26 and column 6, lines 8-14; Providing the 
user with a future time, date, and location would first require identifying a future time, date, and 
location.); and 

provide the user with a future time of day, a day of a month, and at least one 
suggested location for the specific activity (Kelly: column 3, line 67 - column 3 and column 4, 
lines 22-26 and column 6, lines 8-14). 
Claim 27: 

Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 26, as noted above, and Kelly further 
discloses wherein to prompt a user to provide a user profile, said computer causes to be 
displayed on a user device a computer generated screen listing a plurality of weather 
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parameter selections (Kelly: column 4, lines 4-1 1 and column 5, lines 7-21 and column 10, lines 20- 
23 and column 1 1, lines 45-48). 
Claim 28: 

Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 26, as noted above, and Kelly further 
discloses wherein said computer further configured to update the pre-stored forecasted 
weather information, said computer configured to compare the user profile with updated, 
pre-stored, forecasted weather information (Kelly: column 4, lines 36-41). 
Claim 29: 

Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 26, as noted above, and Kelly further 
discloses wherein said computer further configured to determine if any user profile 
weather parameters are exceeded by the pre-stored weather information (Kelly: column 4, 
lines 12-22 and column 6, lines 8-14 and Figs. 4a and 4b). 
Claim 30: 

Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 26, as noted above, and Kelly further 
discloses wherein said computer further configured to determine if any user profile 
weather parameters are exceeded by the stored weather information (Kelly: column 4, 
lines 12-22 and column 6, lines 8-14 and Figs. 4a and 4b). 
Claim 31: 

Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 27, as noted above, and Kelly further 
discloses wherein to provide the user with the future time of day, the day of the month, 
and the suggested location, said computer causes to be displayed on a user device 
information related to the time of day, the day of the month, and the suggested location 
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for the specific activity to be performed during which times the weather conditions at the 
suggested location is forecasted to fall within the parameter selections made by the 
user (Kelly: column 3, line 67 - column 3 and column 4, lines 22-26 and column 6, lines 8-14 and Fig. 
6a-6d). 
Claim 32: 

Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 26, as noted above, and Kelly further 
discloses wherein to provide the user with the future time of day and the suggested 
location, said computer causes to be displayed on a user device information related to a 
clock time and the suggested location via a network (Kelly: Fig. 6a-6d). 
Claim 33: 

Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 32, as noted above, and Kelly further 
discloses wherein to provide the user with the future time of day, the day of the month, 
and the at least one suggested location via the network, said computer causes an entry 
to be created in an electronic calendar for a clock time, on a date, that includes the at 
least one location at which weather parameters in the user preference profile are 
forecasted to be met (Kelly: column 3, line 67 - column 3 and column 4, lines 22-26 and column 6, 
lines 8-14 and Figs, 6a-6d). 
Claim 34: 

Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 32, as noted above, and Kelly further 
discloses wherein to provide the user with the future time of day, day of the month, and 
the suggested location via the network, said computer causes an entry to be created in 
a personal electronic calendar for a clock time, on a date that includes the at least one 
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location at which weather parameters in the user preference profile are forecasted to be 
exceeded (Kelly: column 3, line 67 - column 3 and column 4, lines 22-26 and column 6, lines 8-14 and 
Figs. 6a-6d). 
Claim 35: 

Kelly discloses a weather system comprising: 

a first interface that enables a user to enter a profile of an activity into an expert 
weather system (Kelly: column 5, lines 7-21); 

a publicly accessible network that transfers data from the first interface (Kelly: 
column 5, lines 7-21); 

a remote server coupled to the publicly accessible network, the remote server 
being configured to process weather data and the profile and identify a plurality of future 
clock times and a location that correlate to the weather data and the activity entered by 
the user (Kelly: column 4, lines 12-22 and column 6, lines 8-14); and 

a second interface coupled to the remote server configured to receive the 
plurality of future clock times and receive the location for the activity, the activity 
occurring on one or more dates (Kelly: Fig. 4a and 4b). 
Claim 37: 

Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 35, as noted above, and Kelly further 
discloses wherein the remote server is further configured to identify a plurality of 
locations that correlate to the weather and the activity (Kelly: column 1 1, lines 21-27). 



Claim 38: 
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Kelly discloses a computer programmed to: 

prompt a user to provide a user profile for a specific activity through a browser 

(Kelly: column 4, lines 4-1 1 and column 5, lines 7-21 and column 10, lines 20-23 and column 11, lines 
45-48); 

and then 

compares the user profile through a web server and an application server with 
forecasted weather information stored in a data store coupled to an archive database 
and a geographic information database coupled to a web server through a product 
generation segment (Kelly: column 4, lines 12-22 and column 6, lines 8-14); and then 

identifies a future time of day and suggested locations for the specific activity 
(Kelly: column 3, line 67 - column 3 and column 4, lines 22-26 and column 6, lines 8-14; Providing the 
user with a future time, date, and location would first require identifying a future time, date, and 

location.); and then 

provides the user with a future time of day, a day of a month, and at least one 

suggested location for the specific activity (Kelly: column 3, line 67 - column 3 and column 4, 
lines 22-26 and column 6, lines 8-14); and then 

updates the forecasted weather information stored in a data store coupled to an 
archive database and a geographic information database (Kelly: column 4, lines 22-26); and 
then 

notifies the user of additional locations at which the specific activity should not be 
performed in response to an updated weather forecast (Kelly: column 3, line 67 - column 3 
and column 4, lines 22-26 and column 6, lines 8-14; When the user receives an updated forecast, the 
weather results at the location will be known to the users. If the conditions are favorable, the user will 
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know he/she should consider the location with favorable conditions. If the conditions are not favorable, 
the user will know that he/she should not consider the location for the activity. So if conditions are good, 
perform the activity, if the conditions are bad do not perform the activity. This message is conveyed in 
the weather report presented to the user.). 
Claim 39: 

Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 38, as noted above, and Kelly further 
discloses wherein the user is notified of cancelled times at which the specific activity 
was to be performed (Kelly: Figs. 6a-d). 
Claim 40: 

Kelly discloses a computer programmed to: 

prompt a user to provide a user profile for a specific activity through a browser 

(Kelly: column 4, lines 4-1 1 and column 5, lines 7-21 and column 10, lines 20-23 and column 11, lines 
45-48); and then 

compares the user profile through a web server and an application server with 
forecasted weather information stored in a data store coupled to an archive database 
and a geographic information database coupled to a web server through a product 
generation segment (Kelly: column 4, lines 12-22 and column 6, lines 8-14); and then 

identifies a future time of day and suggested locations for the specific activity 

(Kelly: column 3, line 67 - column 3 and column 4, lines 22-26 and column 6, lines 8-14; Providing the 
user with a future time, date, and location would first require identifying a future time, date, and 
location.); and then 
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provides the user with a future time of day, a day of a month, and at least one 
suggested location for the specific activity (Kelly: column 3, line 67 - column 3 and column 4, 
lines 22-26 and column 6, lines 8-14); and then 

updates the forecasted weather information stored in a data store coupled to an 
archive database and a geographic information database (Kelly: column 4, lines 22-26); 

notifies the user of additional locations at which the specific activity can be 
performed in response to an updated weather forecast (Kelly: column 3, line 67 - column 3 
and column 4, lines 22-26 and column 6, lines 8-14; When the user receives an updated forecast, the 
weather results at the location will be known to the users. If the conditions are favorable, the user will 
know he/she should consider the location with favorable conditions. If the conditions are not favorable, 
the user will know that he/she should not consider the location for the activity. So if conditions are good, 
perform the activity, if the conditions are bad do not perform the activity. This message is conveyed in 
the weather report presented to the user.). 
Claim 41: 

Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 40, as noted above, and Kelly further 
discloses wherein the forecasted weather information stored in the data store is 
associated with a latitude, a longitude, and a clock time (Kelly: column 8, lines 25-30 and 
column 11, lines 27-32 and Figs. 6a-6d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 11, 17-25, and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kelly in further view of U.S. Patent Number 6,199,008 issued to 
Michael Aratow et al (hereinafter "Aratow"). 
Claim 11: 

Kelly discloses all the element of claim 4, as noted above, but Kelly does not 
explicitly disclose the step of receiving weather information from at least one of NOAA 
reports, weather towers, traffic, video, and construction and closure reports. 

However, Aratow discloses the step of receiving weather information from at 
least one of NOAA reports, weather towers, traffic, video, and construction and closure 
reports (Aratow: column 8, lines 9-14 and Fig. 7). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Kelly with the teachings of Aratow noted 
above. The skilled artisan would have been motivated to improve the teachings of Kelly 
per the above such that weather reports from multiple weather information centers could 
be retrieved over a computer network in order to enhance the precision of the generated 
weather report (Aratow: column 8, lines 9-20). 
Claim 17: 

Kelly discloses a system for providing weather-based decisions, said system 
comprising: 

a web-based device configured to receive a user profile (Kelly: column 4 5 lines 4-1 1 
and column 5, lines 7-2 1 and column 10, lines 20-23 and column 1 1, lines 45-48; Note specifically Kelly: 
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column 5, lines 1 0-13. This reference clearly shows the submission and receiving of a user profile via an 
Internet connection.); 

a web server coupled to the web-based device through an Internet connection 
(Kelly: column 5, lines 10-13); and 

a database server coupled to a database comprising weather based information 
(Kelly: Fig. 1; The 'Station Computer' is the database server and the 'Forecast Database" is the database 
comprising weather information.); wherein 

the web server is configured to prompt a user to provide a user profile for a 
specific activity (Kelly: column 11, lines 9-12 and column 1 1, lines 45-48), to compare the user 
profile with forecasted weather information stored in said database (Kelly: column 4, lines 
12-22 and column 6, lines 8-14), and to provide the user with a clock time within a day, a 
date, and a suggested location for the specific activity based on the user profile (Kelly: 
column 3, line 67 - column 3 and column 4, lines 22-26 and column 6, lines 8-14). 

Kelly does not explicitly disclose wherein the weather based information 
comprises National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration information. However, 
Aratow discloses wherein the weather based information comprises National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration information (Aratow: column 8, lines 9-14 and Fig. 7). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Kelly with the teachings of Aratow noted 
above. The skilled artisan would have been motivated to improve the teachings of Kelly 
per the above such that weather reports from multiple weather information centers could 
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be retrieved over a computer network in order to enhance the precision of the generated 
weather report (Aratow: column 8, lines 9-20). 
Claim 18: 

The combination of Kelly and Aratow discloses all the element of claim 17, as 
note above, and Kelly further discloses to prompt a user to provide a user profile, said 
server causes to be displayed on a user device a computer generated screen listing a 
plurality of weather parameters (Kelly: column 4, lines 4-1 1 and column 5, lines 7-21 and column 
10, lines 20-23 and column 11, lines 45-48). 
Claim 19: 

The combination of Kelly and Aratow discloses all the elements of claim 17, as 
noted above, and Kelly further discloses wherein said web server is further configured 
to update weather forecasts stored in said database (Kelly: column 4, lines 36-41). 
Claim 20: 

The combination of Kelly and Aratow discloses all the elements of claim 19, as 
noted above, and Kelly further discloses to compare the user profile, said web server is 
configured to compare the user profile through a database query with an updated 
forecasted weather information stored in said database comprising nationwide forecasts 
associated with a latitude, a longitude, a date, and a time (Kelly: column 4, lines 12-22 and 
column 4, lines 49-52 and column 6, lines 8-14 and column 8, lines 25-30 and column 1 1, lines 27-32 
and Fig. 1). 
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Claim 21: 

The combination of Kelly and Aratow discloses all the elements of claim 17, as 
noted above, and Kelly further discloses wherein said web server is further configured 
to determine if any user profile weather parameters are exceeded by the information 
stored in said database, the weather parameters including precipitation, wind, air 
temperature, humidity, road conditions, cross winds, visibility and time (Kelly: column 4, 
lines 12-22 and column 6, lines 8-14 and Figs. 4a and 4b). 
Claim 22: 

The combination of Kelly and Aratow discloses all the elements of claim 17, as 
noted above, and Kelly further discloses wherein said web server is further configured 
to determine if any user profile weather parameters are met by the information stored in 
said database, the weather parameters including precipitation, wind, air temperature, 
humidity, location, road conditions, cross winds, visibility and time (Kelly: column 4, lines 
12-22 and column 6, lines 8-14 and Figs. 4a and 4b). 
Claim 23: 

The combination of Kelly and Aratow discloses all the elements of claim 17, as 
noted above, and Kelly further discloses wherein to provide the user with at least one of 
the plurality of clock times within the day and the suggested location, said web server 
causes to be displayed on a wireless user device information related to the clock times 
and a plurality of locations for the specific activity to be performed during which times 
the weather conditions at those locations fall within parameter selections made by a 
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user (Kelly: column 3, line 67 - column 3 and column 4, lines 22-26 and column 6, lines 8-14 and Figs. 

6a-6d). 

Claim 24: 

The combination of Kelly and Aratow discloses all the elements of claim 17, as 
noted above, and Kelly further discloses wherein to provide the user with the clock time 
within the day, the date, and the suggested location comprises the step of providing the 
user with a suggested time of day when providing the user with the suggested location 
through a web-based phone (Kelly: column 3, line 67 - column 3 and column 4, lines 22-26 and 
column 6, lines 8-14 and Figs. 6a-6d and column 2 } line 65 - column 3, line 2 and column 5, lines 59-62 
and column 6, lines 64-67 and column 10, lines 41-46). 
Claim 25: 

The combination of Kelly and Aratow discloses all the elements of claim 24, as 
noted above, and Kelly further discloses wherein to provide the user with the clock time 
within the day, the date, and the suggested location comprises the step of creating an 
entry in a personal electronic calendar for the clock time on the date at which weather 
parameters in the user preference profile are forecasted to be met or exceeded at the 
location through a wireless connection (Kelly: column 3, line 67 - column 3 and column 4, lines 
22-26 and column 6, lines 8-14 and Figs. 6a-6d and column 2, line 65 - column 3, line 2 and column 5, 
lines 59-62 and column 6, lines 64-67 and column 10 5 lines 41-46). 
Claim 36: 
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Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 35, as noted above, but Kelly does not 
explicitly disclose wherein the second interface comprises a plurality of lines that forms 
a map. 

However, Aratow discloses wherein the second interface comprises a plurality of 
lines that form a map (Aratow: column 2, lines 1 1-15). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Kelly with the teachings of Aratow noted 
above. The skilled artisan would have been motivated to improve the teachings of Kelly 
per the above such that a user could be supplied with information the user can use to 

visualize the desired destination (Aratow: column 1 , line 66 - column 2, line 3). 

4. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kelly in 
further view of U.S. Patent Number 6,298,307 issued to John M. Murphy et al. 
(hereinafter "Murphy"). 
Claim 12: 

Kelly discloses all the elements of claim 4, as noted above, but Kelly does not 
explicitly disclose the step of receiving weather information from a plurality of surface 
mounted road sensors. 

However, Murphy discloses the step of receiving weather information from a 
plurality of surface mounted road sensors (Murphy: column 4, lines 9-4 1). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Kelly with the teachings of Murphy noted 
above. The skilled artisan would have been motivated to improve the teachings of Kelly 



Application/Control Number: 09/755,815 



Page 20 



Art Unit: 2163 

per the above such that the sensors would return data that is indicative of a present 
value of weather characteristics of a particular location at a particular period of time 

(Murphy: column 4, lines 23-27). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patrick A. Darno whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
0788. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong can be reached on (571) 272-1834. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Conclusion 




Patrick A. Darno 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2163 
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